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TEMPORARY ORDER 
Divisions — Standing Order Amendments — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.28 pm]: In accordance with paragraph 3(a) 
of the temporary order in relation to COVID-19, I move — 

That until the parties agree and advise the Speaker this method of voting is no longer required, the following 
temporary order in relation to divisions applies — 
(1) Standing orders 137 to 141 read as follows — 

Calling a division 
137.  (1) A member may call for a division after the Speaker has announced an opinion on 

the voices as to whether the ‘Ayes’ or ‘Noes’ have it, but not after the Speaker 
confirms that opinion to the Assembly. 

(2) A member who calls for a division will vote with those who, in the opinion of the 
Speaker, were in the minority. 

(3) Where the Speaker forms the view than an absolute majority may be required, the 
Speaker will advise the House accordingly and require a division of the Assembly. 

Member may cancel call for division 
138.  If a member accidentally calls for a division, the call for a division may be cancelled if 

the member brings it to the attention of the Speaker prior to the completion of the ringing 
of the bells. The division will then be called off by the Speaker who will again announce 
an opinion on the voices. 

Procedure for division 
139.  When a division has been called for — 

(1) Strangers will withdraw from the Chamber. 
(2) The Speaker will state the question and direct members to exit the Chamber and 

re-enter through the door behind the Speaker’s Chair. 
(3) The Speaker will direct the ‘Ayes’ to pass to the right of the Chair and be marked 

off as they pass by a Clerk at the Clerk’s Table and the ‘Noes’ to pass to the left of 
the Chair and be marked off as they pass by a Clerk at the Clerk’s Table. 

(4) The Speaker will appoint at least one Teller for each side. 
(5) The Speaker will order the division bells to be rung for two minutes. 
(6) After passing the Clerk’s Table members will either resume their seat or leave the 

Chamber. 
(7) After the two minutes have expired, voting will continue until either the Tellers 

agree and advise the Speaker that all members present have voted or until a period 
of one minute has elapsed from the last member to record a vote. 

(8) After counting the votes the Tellers will sign their respective list, and the Speaker 
will declare the result of the division. 

Error in tally 
140.  If there is confusion or error in the numbers reported, unless they can be corrected, the 

Speaker will conduct another division. 
Speaker’s casting vote 
141.  In the event of an equality of votes, the Speaker may give a casting vote. 

(2)  Standing orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these arrangements. 
I thank the leader of opposition business from the Liberal Party and also the Leader of the National Party for 
a discussion we had with the Clerk of the house to accommodate safe social distancing practices during the 
event that a division takes place. As members are aware, numbers in the chamber have been reduced in various 
Parliaments around Australia at this point. In the federal Parliament, numbers have been reduced and seating 
arrangements have been made, as we have done in the Western Australian Parliament, with regard to the conduct 
of business. During the last sitting period, by agreement between the parties, we operated under temporary 
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standing orders related to COVID-19 arrangements. Shortly, the Minister for Police will be moving and debating 
a COVID-19-related bill. Post that, we will move to normal government business as listed on the notice paper. 
Because of the extensive majority held by the government at this point, under the voting arrangements in this place, 
large numbers naturally accumulate on either side of the house, depending upon which way the government is voting. 
After discussion with the opposition parties, we have come up with a brilliant plan. This is the Baldrick plan and 
it is a brilliant plan! I want to make it very clear what the plan is so that members understand what is proposed. It 
is similar to the voting procedures during divisions in the House of Commons in the UK. Under these revised orders, 
there is an opportunity, if a member makes a mistake, to cancel that mistake. If the Speaker calls for the bells to 
be rung for a division, this is what members need to do. A member who is already in the chamber when the division 
has been called needs to exit the chamber via the side doors, or of course the bar entry. All members are asked to 
gather, with social distancing practices in place, in the Speaker’s corridor in order to enter the chamber to vote and 
have their vote recorded. That is via the Speaker’s entrance, which is behind the Speaker’s chair. Members voting 
no should follow the same process: they will pass to the left of the chair, and those voting yes will pass to the right 
of the chair. Members will file through. The clerks will be there to record their attendance on whichever side of 
the house they are voting, and of course the Whips will also be appointed during that time to record the attendance 
of members. Members who have had their name ticked off are asked to exit the chamber via the main entrance, if 
they wish, or of course the exits to my left or right. 
This will be an exciting experience, which we may be experiencing very shortly after the COVID-19 bill has been 
dealt with, because there is a proposed suspension of standing orders. That makes it very clear as to the reasons. 
We will see how this goes. It is important that this Parliament demonstrates to the wider community the importance 
of social distancing within this place—it is a unique workplace as such. Divisions require us to sit very closely to 
each other. I make the analogy that it is a bit like the drafting of sheep. 
Mr P. Papalia: Mustering. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: No, no—drafting. The sheep are raced along the run. The ewes are drafted off to one side—
is it the wethers or the lambs to the other? 
Mr P.J. Rundle: The lambs. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: And the lambs to the other—it is that process. The same for members; they will enjoy 
it. Stick with me on this! We have this covered. When I spoke to the Leader of the National Party, I was very pleased 
when she said, “Let’s give it a go.” I thought she was very enthusiastic about this. I am looking forward to seeing 
how this will work. I am keen for us to pass this motion. The important thing is the process will be in place until 
parties agree that this process is no longer required and the Speaker will determine otherwise. 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.35 pm]: I rise on behalf of the Liberal Party to support the temporary order 
motion that was moved by the Leader of the House. When we first discussed this with the Leader of the House and 
the idea of the House of Commons voting lobby, it was embraced very early on by the government. We appreciate 
the support of the National Party in establishing our hybrid model. Of course, the House of Commons voting lobby 
means that all members would leave and stay in those lobbies to be counted. But in this case we are departing to 
reticulate through again and to be counted by our Whips. I would like to thank them for their forbearance in this 
case. We did a dry run earlier today before the house sat to make sure we all understood our roles. Hopefully, there 
will be minimal confusion but we will see how we go. The analogy of drafting sheep is not one that I am particularly 
familiar with, but I am certain we have far more capacity in that case—in most members’ ability to follow the 
directions that the Leader of the House has put. 
I also would like to thank the chamber staff who, I am told, will be stationed outside the doors to ask members 
whether they are yet to vote; and, if not, will be directed to the back of the Speaker’s corridor to come in to vote. 
I appreciate that and the work of the clerks in making sure that we can get this together. My suspicion is that this 
will be around for some time as we now look to operate in the new “normal”. If we have to have social distancing, 
that might be in place for the lifetime of this fortieth Parliament. Who knows what will happen next? If that is the 
case, the nature of the chamber and how we sit is something that will be looked at. At the moment, there is no 
capacity for every member who is elected to this place to sit in this place as is required. I am sure there will be 
other ways around it, but for the moment that is an impossibility in this place, and it might be for some time. 
I appreciate the work of the Leader of the House and the imagination of the Clerk and the Speaker in allowing this 
motion to be put and for this new normal voting to be held. Leader of the House, I, too, am looking forward to 
seeing how well this goes. I am sure the experience we will all have soon is something to look forward to. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Members, this motion has been moved under a temporary order 
in relation to COVID-19. In accordance with paragraph 3(a) of that temporary order, I confirm that after 
consultation with party leaders or their representatives, the Speaker has dispensed with the requirement for giving 
notice of this motion. 
Question put and passed.  
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